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Project Connection
Selecting Your Research Topic
To decide what to research, you can start by thinking about subjects and
then consider specific topics. Some examples of subjects and topics are
shown in the table below.
Subject

Topic

entertainment

• effects of new devices
• file sharing

health care

• doctor and/or nurse shortages
• funding

post-secondary education

• entry requirements
• graduate success

history of the West and North

• relations between First Nations
• immigration

It is important to take the time to consider several topics carefully before
selecting a topic for your research project. Below is a list of criteria that
will help you to determine if a topic you are considering is suitable.

Criteria for Selecting Your Research Topic
• Does the topic interest you?
You will be more successful if you choose a topic that interests you.
You will be more motivated to do the research, and you will be more
attentive while doing the research. As well, you will care more about the
conclusions you draw.
• Is the topic practical to research?
If you decide to use first-hand data, can you generate the data in the time
available, with the resources you have? If you decide to use second-hand
data, are there multiple sources of data? Are these sources reliable, and
can you access them in a timely manner?
• Is there an important issue related to the topic?
Think about the issues related to the topic. If there are many viewpoints
on an issue, you may be able to gather data that supports some viewpoints
but not others. The data you collect should enable you to come to a
reasoned conclusion.
• Will your audience appreciate your presentation?
Your topic should be interesting to others in your class, so they will be
attentive during your presentation. Avoid a topic that may offend anyone
in your class.
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Project Example

Choosing a topic

Walther identified some current subjects that interest
him. Below, he describes how he went from subjects
to topics and then to one research topic.
Walther’s Research Topic
I identified five subjects that interested me and seemed
to be worth exploring: sports, music, post-secondary
education, careers, and the environment. I used a mind
map to organize my thoughts about each subject into
topics. Part of my mind map is shown here.
This gave me a list of possible topics to choose from.
I needed to narrow down my list by evaluating each
topic. I wanted a current topic that I would enjoy
researching and learn something about. I wanted a
topic that had accessible data and might interest others
in my class. The topic should also involve an issue
that would allow me to come to a useful conclusion. I
circled the two topics that seemed most likely to work.
Then I did an initial search for information about these
topics.
1. I spent some time researching Careers in Demand in Canada in the Next 5 Years. I was able to find a lot
of websites that predicted which fields would require new employees and the reasons why. However, I
realized that finding data to support these claims might be difficult, since these predictions are based on
trends. I concluded that this topic would be too difficult to research and support with relevant data.
2. I knew that many organizations around the world such as the World Wildlife Fund track species of
animals that are endangered. These organizations keep accurate records and have programs in place
to help protect species at risk. As I searched websites for this type of information, I saw that I could
find data that supported which species were at risk. I feel that endangered species in Canada is a
good topic for my project.

Your Turn
A.

Choose several subjects that interest you. Then make a list of topics
that are related to each subject. A graphic organizer, such as a concept
web or mind map, is useful for organizing your thoughts.

B.

Once you have chosen several topics, do some research to see which
topic would best support a project. Of these, choose the one that you
think is the best. Refer to “Criteria for Selecting Your Research Topic.”
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